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The Trumpet Sounding
	 Dear, Friends and Supporters;
The world economy in 2008 ended on a bit of a sour 
note, and it is impossible to tell what 2009 will bring. 
But, 2008 was a good year for CRAM, Inc.
	 When you are in a dark cave and someone lights 
a match, everyone will go to the light.
Although it is only a match, it seems very bright. It is 
the same with the world of the Lord... in a world that 
otherwise seems dark.  We have been so blessed 
to have had so many wonderful volunteers during 
the last year. Our Team China members, serving 
full-time both in China and North Korea, have been 
indispensable and have played such a major role in 
the volunteer arena.
	 We have had over 500 visitors who have
given of their time and seen þrst hand the beauty of 
the many works going on.

	 It is a different thing when you get to see, touch, 
feel and smell ... let all the senses take in what is actually happening than when you look at something in a newsletter 
or see a two-dimensional color picture. A picture is worth a thousand words, but þrst-hand experience has blessed 
many of you directly, and has blessed CRAM, Inc. as well. I know from whence I speak, because my trip to China 
and North Korea þlled my senses and my heart, especially my time spent in North Korea. No words can convey my 
feelings. When I came home, I found it very difþcult to try to explain what I saw and experienced.
	 Not knowing what 2009 holds, our supporters play a more important part of providing the necessary volunteers, 
not only to keep the ongoing projects, but also to complete the Home for Youth, the multipurpose building in North 
Korea; CRAM, Inc. Headquarters in North Korea and the Old Folks Home in China. We are indebted $200,000 in the 
purchase of the Language School. We still have a way to go.
	 As God provides the doorways and opportunity to us, it is going to take everyone to realize His vision.
As always, you have the assurance of the Board that we keep our eye on the ball. We run as tight a þnancial ship as 
we possibly can, with as little waste as possible, the utmost accountability and maximum transparency. Keeping up 
with meeting the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability (ECFA) standards in an effort to give you a
conþdence level in your dealings with us.
	 Keeping up with ECFA alone is a huge task. But it is one that the Board feels is needed. The beneþts far outweigh 
the time and expense involved.
	 Let me thank you as a Board Member for the support you have given. I want to take this opportunity to thank you 
in advance for the continued support I trust will be given in the future.
									         Sincerely,
									         Brent E. Steele
									         Chairman of the Board of Directors

Editor’s Note: Brent Steele has been an Attorney-at-Law since 1972. He served in the Indiana 
House of Representatives from 1995-2002.  In 2002, Brent was elected into the Indiana State
Senate where he presently serves. He is an elder at Dive Christian Church, Bedford, Indiana. Brent 
has been CRAM Worldwide Board Chairman since our incorporation in 1998.

Brent and his wife, Sally have four sons and four grandchildren.



 Province of China has given out awards to foreign experts in China who have shown great and enthusiastic support for 
the betterment of the province. It is better known as the “Foreign Teacher’s Award”. It is our honor and pleasure to share 
with you that David Riter, Dean of the Hunchun Hope Foreign Language School and member of the CRAM China 
Team, received this prestigious accolade!
 In the Jilin Province (an area populated by 27,000,000 people including 40,000 foreigners) David Riter was among 
43 recipients selected as “Foreign Teachers of 2007-2008”. Three teachers from the cities of Yanji, Tumen, and Hunchun, 
were selected to receive awards … David Riter was among the three!
 On that evening of September 26th, David, along with Principal Li of the Hunchun Hope Foreign Language School,

attended the awards banquet in Changchun, China; the capital 
of Jilin Province. The affair was attended by the Education
Department heads and their deputies, Labor Department,
Foreign Expert Administration, and the Governor of Jilin
Province. The evening began with the usual speeches from the 
department chiefs and then the awards were presented.  The 
honorees went up on stage, about ten at a time and received 
their awards from the department heads.
 After the awards ceremony the governor gave a speech 
and toasted the winners. Everyone attending enjoyed the
company and conversation with newly acquired friends over a
dinner served in the banquet hall. During dinner, singers,
acrobats, musicians, and magicians performed on stage.  David 
used this opportunity to meet many other Americans and
Koreans teaching in the Jilin area as well as many workers in 
thegovernment departments who attended. David commented 
about the evening, “This was an opportunity to meet some other 
brothers and sisters who are living here. We encouraged each 
other and exchanged information for later contact.ó He was asked 
if there was anything that really stuck out in his mind about the 
event; “Well, I met a few “not yet” believers whom I was able to 
share my reasons for being here in China. I think at þ rst, they 
didn’t believe me, but I could tell they began thinking about what 
I had said.”
 Question: “What do you believe the biggest contributing 
factor was to you winning this award?” David: “God’s got His
reasons. Maybe it’s because He wants more attention drawn to 
the Hope School or maybe He wants the people, who know that 
we are Christians, not to fear Christ, but know that He is love. I’m 
not sure, but I have faith that somehow it will justly glorify Him.”

 David said, “I don’t know how to be a
missionary. All I know is that we’ve got to sell 
everything and go where He leads us.”  Yong Ae 
is the coordinating director for the CRAM work 
in Rajin City, Choson (North Korea) and
David is Dean of the Hunchun Hope Foreign 
Language School.

Editor’s Note:  David & Yong Ae Riter
have been working with CRAM Worldwide in
Hunchun, China for two and a half years now. 
They were prayer and þ nancial supporters of 
CRAM who “quit” their lives and asked God 
to take over. That’s when the Lord told them to 
come to China.




